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PREPARING THE FIELDS

It is necessary to prepare the fields during the fall preceding
plant re-introduction for the following reasons:

1) Blocking the drainage ditches at this period allows
storage of snow melt water during the course of
spring; and

2) The frost impedes any work in the peat layers in
spring before spreading the plants.

A) BLOCKING THE DITCHES

To encourage the return of wetland species, it is essential to
raise the water table as close to the surface as possible. It is
therefore necessary to block as many drainage ditches as possible,
as long as the raised water table does not affect the currently
harvested areas. Even partially blocked ditches result in a rise in
the water level in the fields being restored next to a currently
harvested section. If a peatland is completely abandoned, all of
the ditches should be blocked, including the main drainage
ditches.

Where to block the drainage ditches?

Partial blocking
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» Direction of flow

How to block the drainage ditches?

Fibric peat

Decomposed peat is used to fill the ditch

Simply fill the ditch with peat for a distance of 2 to 3 m,
then compact the peat with heavy machinery. It is recommended
that ditches be blocked at an interval of approximately 100 m in
order to distribute the water more evenly over the field and to
avoid wind action.

Well-decomposed peat is more suitable for ditch
blocking. When the surface peat is still fibric, it is
preferable to excavate the deeper layers where the
peat is more decomposed. It is very important not
to reach the mineral layer or to break through the
impermeable bottom layer of the peatland. Contact

| with sand, clay or any other type of mineral deposit
will result in an enrichment which will favor the growth
of undesirable plants.

Closed basins

At the same time as the ditches are filled, small depressions,
referred to as closed basins, can be dug on the abandoned fields.
These basins help to store water by creating pools. Some pools
are naturally present in unspoiled peatlands and constitute an
important habitat for certain flora and fauna species. Pools favor
an increase in biodiversity and therefore help meet one of the
objectives of restoration.




