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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Canadian harvest of professional grower peat at critical levels
ST. ALBERT, Alberta, Canada (September 8, 2008)

The Canadian Sphagnum Peat Moss Association (CSPMA), whose members
represent 95% of the North American peat production, is concerned with the level of
harvest for the 2008 season.

According to Paul Short, CSPMA President, the Canadian peat harvest, at the
end of August is only at 43% and carry-over inventory at 17%. This is a record low of
60% in comparison to the last 5 year average of 75%. The inevitable result will likely be
a shortage of professional grower peat.

Abnormal and persistently wet conditions throughout all Canadian peat harvest
regions have impacted the ability of the industry to harvest expected volumes. The area
most hard hit is Eastern Canada, with New Brunswick and Quebec accounting for 66 %
of all of Canada’s peat production. The outcome is that the peat moss industry is facing
one of its poorest peat harvest seasons on record.

The peat industry is committed to working cooperatively with its commercial
business partners to minimize the short and long term impacts for the horticulture

industry.

HiH

Canadian Sphagnum Peat Moss Association
2208-13 Mission Avenue, St. Albert, AB, Canada, T8N 1H6, Phone: (780) 460-8280 Fax: (780) 459-0939
Email: cspma@peatmoss.com, Website: www.peatmoss.com



